THE  SUN  AND  THE SERPENT

they receive votive offerings. These generally
take the shape of small wooden imitations of
human feet, or sandals. In some places the
Siddhas are represented by a plain rounded
stone, or pinda, set up under a tree. This is
marked with white, instead of the red colouring
applied to the symbols of most other deities.

Pilgrimages are made to the shrines of the
Siddhas, and the pilgrim's mark, or " Likhnu," is
a rude representation of a pair of human feet.
The Siddhas are often worshipped as household gods.

The foot-emblem seems to be very ancient,
It is, in fact, a form of memorial of the dead,
Hence, probably, it was adopted by the followers
of Buddha, in remembrance of their great leader.

In the Himalaya, when a bridge over a stream,
or a resting-place for travellers is erected, in
memory of some wealthy villager, the imitation
of a pair of human feet is carved upon it. This
is supposed to represent the footprints of the
deceased, just as the post, with a human head
carved upon it, personifies the living donor of a
similar gift for the public benefit.                 **"*

The footprints are still used as memorials of
religious devotees. At the village of Dosun, in the
upper Sutlej valley, is a shrine dedicated to
Gobind, the great Guru of the Sikhs, who is repre-
sented by a stone tablet, with a pair of human feet
carved upon it.
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